
Hello Friends of Bethlehem, 

I would like to use this opportunity to inform and invite you to 

participate in Bethlehem’s Lenten and Ash Wednesday activities.  As 

you may have imagined, our observance will be a little different this 

year because of Covid-19 precautions.   Here is what we are planning: 

This year Ash Wednesday is February 17th, it marks the beginning of the 

season of Lent.  At Bethlehem it has been our custom to observe Ash 

Wednesday with the imposition of ashes on our foreheads in the shape 

of a cross.  The ashes remind us of our mortality, that we have been 

created out of the dust of the ground and because of our sin will return 

to dust.  This is the consequence of Adam and Eve’s sin and has been 

passed onto all of us because of inherited sin and our own individual 

sins.  Genesis 3:19: “By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food 

until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust 

you are and to dust you will return.” 

However, those ashes are applied in the shape of a cross, to remind us 

that even though one day we will go the way of all flesh, Christ Jesus 

died upon the cross to deliver us from sin, death and the power of the 

devil.   The death of Jesus on Good Friday and His resurrection on 

Easter purifies and washes away the ashes of our sin.   

So, here is what Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17 will look like at Bethlehem.   

1. Because of Covid-19 precautions and safety protocols for our day 

school children, NO ADULTS will be able to attend our service held 

during the day with our children.   

2. However. We will have an evening service in-person at Bethlehem 

at 6:30 pm 

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=genesis+3:19


a. Ashes will be applied to those desiring them using a new large 

cotton swab for each individual. 

b. The Lord’s Supper will be offered in our festival style as we 

have been practicing on Sundays.  

3. We also will have a special drive-up communion option for those 

people who are still not able to attend an in-person worship 

service because of health concerns. 

a. From 4 pm to 5 pm Communion will be offered to each car.  

(check Bethlehemsaginaw.org website for instruction.)  

b. A small bag of ashes will be available for each family to take 

home and apply the ashes to their own foreheads.  Instructions 

and a Bible verse will accompany these ashes.   

 

Wednesdays during Lent 

Lent has been the traditional season of preparation for the celebration 

of our Lord’s resurrection on Easter.  It lasts for 40 days beginning Feb 

17 and ending with Easter on April 4th.  During this time many Christians 

over the years have observed a period of self-reflection and repentance 

in their lives.  At Bethlehem we have added an additional service on the 

Wednesday during Lent to help us prepare for Easter.  This year our 

theme will be REDEEMPTION – A LOVE STORY.  Each Wednesday we 

will look at the greatest love story ever, God’s Redemption of humanity 

through His Son, Jesus.  Again, as you may have imagined, our 

observance will be a little different this year because of Covid-19 

precautions.    

Here is what we are planning: 



1. Because of Covid-19 precautions and safety protocols for our day 

school children, NO ADULTS will be able to attend our service held 

during the day with our children.   

2. However. We will have an evening service pre-recorded at 

Bethlehem which will premier each Wednesday at 6:30 pm. 

3. These services will feature a reading of the passion story, some 

special music (including some by our school children), traditional 

Lenten hymns, and a short message.  

4. You many view these Lenten worships services anytime by going 

to bethlehemsaginaw.org and clicking on our Special Services 

Worship button or access them on our YouTube or Vimeo 

channels. 

 

We hope that you continue to practice caution and safety and that 

these options enable you to more fully experience Lent. 

 

 


