
 



But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit has come upon you, 

and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the 

earth. Acts 1:8 

Once again, the calendar turns another page and we enter into a new year.  It is almost always 
with mixed emotions.   On the one hand, we reflect back into 2019 and consider all the events 
that have happened.  There have been moments of both great celebration and of intense 
sorrow.  Sometimes we look back with personal regret at the role that we played and the things 
that we “could’a, would’a, or should’a” done differently.  It has often been said that a Monday 
morning quarterback has “20/20 Vision”.  On the other hand, we may look back with a tinge of 
pride for our accomplishments achieved.  
  
But “20/20 Vision” is not just for looking back into the past, it is also for looking forward into 
the future.  As we enter the new year of our Lord 2020 A. D., we look forward to the perfect 
vision that He has for His people.  God’s “20/20 Vision” is for all people. God wants everyone to 
know Him as Lord and Savior and come to the knowledge of salvation.   God’s Good News is for 
all people.  
  
Interestingly enough, God has given imperfect people with blurred vision like you and me an 
important task in carrying out His “20/20 Vision”.  Over the next two months we will look 
closely at what God’s “20/20 Vision” is to accomplish the sharing of the Good News about 
Jesus.  Through the power of the Holy Spirit we will overcome our vision problems and focus 
our sights on God’s “20/20 Vision”.  

 
January 5 & 6  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   
Theme: 2020 Vision: Leading All to Jesus, Matthew 2:1-2 
Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 

 

January 12 & 13  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   

Theme: 2020 Vision: Lighting the Way to Jesus, Isaiah 42: 6-7 
Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9, Romans 6:1-11, Matthew 3:13-17 
 

January 19 & 20  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   

Theme: 2020 Vision: Bringing Family to Jesus, John 1:35-42  

Readings: Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 , John 1:29-42 



January 26 & 27  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   
Theme: 2020 Vision: Going Fishing, Matthew 4:18-19  
 Readings: Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-25 
 
 

February 2 & 3  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   
Theme: 2020 Vision: Speaking Wisdom, 1 Corinthians 1:18  
Readings: Micah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12 

 

February 9 & 10  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   
Theme: 2020 Vision: Nothing But Jesus, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5  
Readings: Isaiah 58:3-9, 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20 
 

February 16 & 17  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   

Theme: 2020 Vision: Planting and Watering the Seed, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9  

Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9, Matthew 5:21-37 

 
February 23 & 24  
Sunday 9:00 am Contemporary, 10:30 am Traditional & Monday 7:00 pm Traditional                                                                                                                   

Theme: 2020 Vision: God’s Not Ours, Matthew 17:1-9  

Readings: Exodus 24:8-18, 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9



 
Connecting to Worship: January 5 & 6 

Theme: 2020 Vision: Leading All to Jesus, Matthew 2:1-2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him.” Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Monday, December 30 
Responding to God’s Leading 

At once they left their nets and followed 
him.  Matthew 4:20 

In August 2015, when I was preparing to 
attend a university a couple of hours from 
home, I realized I probably wouldn’t move 
back home after graduation. My mind 
raced. How can I leave home? My family? 
My church? What if God later calls me to 
another state or country? 
Like Moses, when God told him to go “to 
Pharaoh to bring [His] people the Israelites 
out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10), I was afraid. I 
didn’t want to leave my comfort zone. Yes, 
Moses obeyed and followed God, but not 
before questioning Him and requesting that 
someone else go instead (vv. 11–13; 4:13). 
In Moses’s example, we can see what we 
shouldn’t do when we sense a clear calling. 
We can instead strive to be more like the 
disciples. When Jesus called them, they left 
everything and followed Him (Matthew 
4:20–22; Luke 5:28). Fear is natural, but we 
can trust God’s plan. 
Being so far from home is still difficult. But 
as I continually seek God, He opens doors 
for me that confirm I am where I’m 
supposed to be. 
When we are led out of our comfort zone, 
we can either go reluctantly, like Moses, or 
willingly like the disciples—who followed 
Jesus wherever He led them. Sometimes 
this means leaving our comfortable life 
hundreds or even thousands of miles 
behind us. But no matter how difficult it 
may be, following Jesus is worth it. 
 
By: Julie Schwab 

 
Reflect & Pray 

Lord, help me to follow You wherever You 
lead. 

We are not called to be comfortable. 
 

Tuesday, December 31 –  
New Year’s Eve 
Faith-Building Memories 

Great is your faithfulness.  Lamentations 
3:23 

As I stepped into the music-filled sanctuary, 
I looked around at the crowd that had 
gathered for a New Year’s Eve party. Joy 
lifted my heart with hope, as I recalled the 
prayers of the previous year. Our 
congregation had collectively grieved over 
wayward children, deaths of loved ones, job 
losses, and broken relationships. But we’d 
also experienced God’s grace as we recalled 
changed hearts and healed personal 
connections. We’d celebrated victories, 
weddings, graduations, and baptisms into 
God’s family. We’d welcomed children 
born, adopted, or dedicated to the Lord, 
and more—so much more. 
Reflecting over the history of trials our 
church family faced, much like Jeremiah 
remembered his “affliction” and his 
“wandering” (Lam. 3:19), I believed that 
“because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail” 
(v. 22). As the prophet reassured himself of 
God’s past faithfulness, his words 
comforted me: “The Lord is good to those 
whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks 
him” (v. 25). 
That night, each person in our congregation 
represented a tangible expression of God’s 
life-transforming love. Whatever we’d face 



in the years to come, as members of the 
interdependent body of Christ, we could 
rely on the Lord. And as we continue to 
seek Him and support one another, we can, 
as did Jeremiah, find our hope being ratified 
by faith-building memories of God’s 
unchanging character and dependability. 
By: Xochitl Dixon 

Reflect & Pray 
Lord, thank You for using our past to 

assure us our hope remains secure in Your 
everlasting faithfulness. 

As we look ahead to the new year, let’s 
remember that God has always been and 

always will be faithful. 
 

Wednesday, January 1   
New Year’s Day 
Thanks-Living 

Surely your goodness and love will follow 
me all the days of my life.  

Psalm 23:6 
Wanting to mature in her spiritual life and 
become more thankful, Sue started what 
she called a Thanks-Living jar. Each evening 
she wrote on a small piece of paper one 
thing she thanked God for and dropped it in 
the jar. Some days she had many praises; 
other difficult days she struggled to find 
one. At the end of the year she emptied her 
jar and read through all of the notes. She 
found herself thanking God again for 
everything He had done. He had given 
simple things like a beautiful sunset or a 
cool evening for a walk in the park, and 
other times He had provided grace to 
handle a difficult situation or had answered 
a prayer. 
Sue’s discovery reminded me of what the 
psalmist David says he experienced (Ps. 23). 
God refreshed him with “green pastures” 
and “quiet waters” (vv. 2–3). He gave him 
guidance, protection, and comfort (vv. 3–4). 

David concluded: “Surely your goodness 
and love will follow me all the days of my 
life” (v. 6). 
I’m going to make a Thanks-Living jar this 
year. Maybe you’d like to as well. I think 
we’ll see we have many reasons to thank 
God—including His gifts of friends and 
family and His provisions for our physical, 
spiritual, and emotional needs. We’ll see 
that the goodness and love of God follow us 
all the days of our lives. 
By: Anne Cetas 

Reflect & Pray 
Dear Lord, You bless me in more ways than 

I can count. Thank You for Your love for 
me. 

When you think of all that’s good, give 
thanks to God. 

  
Thursday, January 2 
Someone Who Leads 
As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I 

will not leave you.  2 Kings 2:6 
Who do you think of when you hear the 
word mentor? For me, it’s Pastor Rich. He 
saw my potential and believed in me when I 
didn’t believe in myself. He modeled how to 
lead by serving in humility and love. As a 
result, I am now serving God by mentoring 
others. 
The prophet Elijah played a critical role in 
Elisha’s growth as a leader. Elijah found him 
plowing a field and invited him to be his 
protégé after God told him to anoint 
Elisha as his successor (1 Kings 19:16, 19). 
The young mentee watched his mentor 
perform incredible miracles and obey God 
no matter what. God used Elijah to prepare 
Elisha for a lifetime of ministry. Toward the 
end of Elijah’s life, Elisha had the 
opportunity to leave. Instead, he chose to 
renew his commitment to his mentor. 
Three times Elijah offered to release Elisha 
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from his duties, yet each time he refused, 
saying, “As surely as the Lord lives and as 
you live, I will not leave you” (2 Kings 2:2, 4, 
6). As a result of Elisha’s faithfulness, he too 
was used by God in extraordinary ways. 
We all need someone who models what it 
means to follow Jesus. May God give us 
godly men and women who help us grow 
spiritually. And may we too, by the power 
of His Spirit, invest our lives in others. 
By: Estera Pirosca Escobar 

Reflect & Pray 
Who are mentors that are currently 

building into you or who have built into 
your life? Why is it vital for us to mentor 

others in Jesus? 
Father God, thank You for placing people in 

our lives to challenge and encourage us. 
Help us to do the same for others. 

 

Friday, January 3 
God’s Compass 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 
my path.  Psalm 119:105 

During World War II, small compasses saved 
the lives of 27 sailors 300 miles off the coast 
of North Carolina. Waldemar Semenov, a 
retired merchant seaman, was serving as a 
junior engineer aboard the SS Alcoa Guide 
when a German submarine surfaced and 
opened fire on the ship. The ship was hit, 
caught fire, and began to sink. Semenov 
and his crew lowered compass-equipped 
lifeboats into the water and used the 
compasses to guide them toward the 
shipping lanes closer to shore. After three 
days, the men were rescued. 
The psalmist reminded God’s people that 
His Word was a trustworthy “compass.” He 
likened it to a lamp. In that day, the 
flickering light cast by an olive oil lamp was 
only bright enough to show a traveler his 
next step. To the psalmist, God’s Word was 

such a lamp, providing enough light to 
illuminate the path for those pursuing God 
(Ps. 119:105). When the psalmist was 
wandering in the dark on a chaotic path of 
life, he believed that God, through the 
guidance of His Word, would provide 
direction. 
When we lose our bearings in life, we can 
trust our God who gives His trustworthy 
Word as our compass, using it to lead us 
into deeper fellowship with Him. 
By: Marvin Williams 

Reflect & Pray 
Heavenly Father, it is difficult to navigate 
life. I drift sometimes, but I will trust in 

You. Lead me and guide me by the 
faithfulness and reliability of Your Word. 

God has given us His Word to help us know 
and follow Him. 

 

Connecting to Worship, January 5 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Leading All to Jesus, 
Matthew 2:1- Now after Jesus was born 
in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him.” 
Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6, Ephesians 3:1-12, 
Matthew 2:1-12 
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Connecting to Worship: January 12 & 13 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Lighting the Way to Jesus, Isaiah 42: 6-7, I am the LORD; I have called you in 
righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a 
light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from 
the prison those who sit in darkness. 
Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9, Romans 6:1-11, Matthew 3:13-17 

 
Monday, January 6 
He Lights The Way 

Unto the upright there arises light in the 
darkness. — Psalm 112:4 

A missionary in Peru went to visit a group of 
believers one evening. She knew that the 
house where they were meeting was 
located on a cliff and the path would be 
treacherous. She took a taxi as far as it 
could go, and then she began the hazardous 
ascent to the house on foot. The night was 
dark and the way was very difficult. As she 
rounded a bend, she suddenly came upon 
several believers carrying bright lanterns. 
They had come out to light the way. Her 
fears were relieved, and she ascended the 
path easily. 
In a similar way, God lights our path. When 
we trust Jesus as our Savior, He who is the 
Light of the world enters our lives and 
removes the darkness of our sin and 
despair. This light continues to comfort us 
through times of sorrow. In the midst of 
sadness, trouble, illness, or disappointment, 
the Lord brightens the way and encourages 
His children by giving hope. 
This may come through a word of 
exhortation from a fellow believer. It may 
be the illumination of God’s Word by the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit. It may be calm 
reassurance in response to heartfelt prayer. 
Or it may be the miraculous supply of a 
specific need. Whatever the case, God  
sends light when we are engulfed in 
darkness. Jesus gives light in the darkest  
 

 
night! 
By: David C. Egner 

Reflect & Pray 
No darkness have we who in Jesus abide— 

The Light of the world is Jesus; 
We walk in the Light when we follow our 

Guide— 
The Light of the world is Jesus. —Bliss 

God sometimes puts us in the dark to show 
us that Jesus is the light.   

 

Tuesday, January 7  
Light in the Darkness 

I have come as a light into the world, that 
whoever believes in Me  

should not abide in darkness. — John 12:46 
During a trip to Peru, I visited one of the 
many caves found throughout that 
mountainous country. Our guide told us 
that this particular cave had already been 
explored to a depth of 9 miles—and it went 
even deeper. We saw fascinating bats, 
nocturnal birds, and interesting rock 
formations. Before long, however, the 
darkness of the cave became unnerving—
almost suffocating. I was greatly relieved 
when we returned to the surface and the 
light of day. 
That experience was a stark reminder of 
how oppressive darkness can be and how 
much we need light. We live in a world 
made dark by sin—a world that has turned 
against its Creator. And we need the Light. 
Jesus, who came to restore all of creation—
including humanity—to its intended place 
referred to Himself as that “light” (John 
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8:12).  “I have come as a light into the 
world,” He said, “that whoever believes in 
Me should not abide in darkness” (12:46). 
In Him, we not only have the light of 
salvation but the only light by which we can 
find our way—His way—through our 
world’s spiritual darkness. 
By: Bill Crowder 
 

Reflect & Pray 
How have you seen God’s light displayed in 
our broken world? In what ways have you 

shared His light? 
Tell us your answers to these questions at 

www.odb.org. 
When we walk in the Light, we won’t 

stumble in the darkness. 
 

Wednesday, January 8 
Walking in the Light 
In him was life, and that life was the light of 

all mankind. -- John 1:4 
Darkness descended on our forest village 
when the moon disappeared. Lightning 
slashed the skies, followed by a rainstorm 
and crackling thunder. Awake and afraid, as 
a child I imagined all kinds of grisly 
monsters about to pounce on me! By 
daybreak, however, the sounds vanished, 
the sun rose, and calm returned as birds 
jubilated in the sunshine. The contrast 
between the frightening darkness of the 
night and the joy of the daylight was 
remarkably sharp. 
The author of Hebrews recalls the time 
when the Israelites had an experience at 
Mount Sinai so dark and stormy they hid in 
fear (Exodus 20:18–19). For them, God’s 
presence, even in His loving gift of the law, 
felt dark and terrifying. This was because, as 
sinful people, the Israelites couldn’t live up 
to God’s standards. Their sin caused them 
to walk in darkness and fear (Hebrews 
12:18–21). 

But God is light; in Him there’s no darkness 
at all (1 John 1:5). In Hebrews 12, Mount 
Sinai represents God’s holiness and our old 
life of disobedience, while the beauty of 
Mount Zion represents God’s grace and 
believers’ new life in Jesus, “the mediator of 
a new covenant” (vv. 22–24). 
Whoever follows Jesus will “never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life” 
(John 8:12). Through Him, we can let go of 
the darkness of our old life and celebrate 
the joy of walking in the light and beauty of 
His kingdom. 
By: Lawrence Darmani 

Reflect & Pray 

If you’re a believer in Jesus, how has your 
life changed since He came into it? What 
are some ways you’d like to grow in your 

faith? 
Thank You, Lord Jesus, for bringing me out 
of darkness into Your marvelous light. Help 

me to avoid the darkness to continue 
walking in the light toward eternity. 

 

Thursday, January 9  
Light of the World 
Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door,  

I will come in. -- Revelation 3:20 
One of my favorite pieces of art hangs in 
the Keble College chapel in Oxford, England. 
The painting, The Light of the World by 
English artist William Holman Hunt, shows 
Jesus holding a lantern in His hand and 
knocking on a door to a home. 
One of the intriguing aspects of the painting 
is that the door doesn’t have a handle. 
When questioned about the lack of a way to 
open the door, Hunt explained that he 
wanted to represent the imagery of 
Revelation 3:20, “Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice 
and opens the door, I will come in.” 
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The apostle John’s words and the painting 
illustrate the kindness of Jesus. He gently 
knocks on the door of our souls with His 
offer of peace. Jesus stands and patiently 
waits for us to respond. He does not open 
the door Himself and force His way into our 
lives. He does not impose His will on ours. 
Instead, He offers to all people the gift of 
salvation and light to guide us. 
To anyone who opens the door, He 
promises to enter. There are no other 
requirements or prerequisites. 
If you hear the voice of Jesus and His gentle 
knock on the door of your soul, be 
encouraged that He patiently waits for you 
and will enter if you welcome Him in. 
By: Lisa M. Samra 

Reflect & Pray 

Lord, thank You for the gift of salvation 
and Your promise to enter when we open 

the door. Please help me to respond to this 
gift and open the door for You today. 
Open the door to Jesus; He is patiently 

waiting for you. 
 

Friday, January 10  
Guiding Light 

God said, “Let there be light,” and there 
was light. -- Genesis 1:3 

The restaurant was lovely but dark. Only 
one small candle flickered on every table. 
To create light, diners used their 
smartphones to read their menus, look to 
their tablemates, and even to see what they 
were eating. 
Finally, a patron quietly pushed back his 
chair, walked over to a waiter, and asked a 
simple question. “Could you turn on the 
lights?” Before long, a warm ceiling light 
flashed on and the room erupted with 
applause. But also with laughter. And happy 
chatter. And thank-yous. My friend’s 
husband turned off his phone, picked up his 

utensils, and spoke for us all. “Let there be 
light! Now, let’s eat!” 
Our gloomy evening turned festive with the 
flick of a switch. But how much more 
important to know the real source of true 
light. God Himself spoke those astonishing 
words, “Let there be light,” on the first day 
when He created the universe, “and there 
was light” (Genesis 1:3). Then “God saw 
that the light was good” (v. 4). 
Light expresses God’s great love for us. His 
light points us to Jesus, “the light of the 
world” (John 8:12), who guides us from the 
gloom of sin. Walking in His light, we find 
the bright path to a life that glorifies the 
Son. He is the world’s brightest gift. As He 
shines, may we walk His way. 
By: Patricia Raybon 

Reflect & Pray 

In what situation do you need Christ’s light 
to shine? When has His light guided you? 

Loving God, we thank You for Jesus, the 
Light of the World, and the guiding light of 

His great love. 
 

Connecting to Worship, January 12 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Lighting the Way to 

Jesus, Isaiah 42: 6-7, I am the LORD; I have 
called you in righteousness; I will take you by 
the hand and keep you; I will give you as a 
covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 
to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 
prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 
those who sit in darkness. 
Readings: Isaiah 42:1-9, Romans 6:1-11, 
Matthew 3:13-17 
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Connecting to Worship: January 19 & 20 

Theme: 2020 Vision: Bringing Family to Jesus, John 1:35-42 35 The next day again John was 

standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, 

“Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed 

Jesus. 38 Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 

they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39 He said to 

them, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed 

with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and 

followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and 

said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon the son of John. You shall be 

called Cephas” (which means Peter). Readings: Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 , John 1:29-42

Monday, January 13 
The Family Matters 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ 
also loved the church. — Ephesians 5:25 
 

Chris Spielman has made a living as a tough, 
hard-nosed linebacker in the National Football 
League. His intense play and love for the game 
are well-known by those who follow the sport. 
But when his wife was diagnosed with cancer 
before the 1998 season began, Spielman chose 
to miss an entire year of football to take care of 
her. He told reporters that his decision was 
based on his love for his family. He explained, “I 
told Stephanie that I want to be the one to take 
her to treatments. I want to be the one to hold 
her hand. I want to be the one to take care of 
my kids when she can’t.” 
It’s exciting to hear of men who take their 
family responsibility seriously. Scripture is clear 
in pointing out that husbands and dads have an 
obligation to love their families in a caring and 
compassionate way. The Bible states, 
“Husbands, love your wives just as Christ also 
loved the church” (Eph. 5:25). “Husbands ought 
to love their own wives as their own bodies” 
(v.28). “If anyone does not provide for . . . those 
of his household, he . . . is worse than an 
unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8). “Husbands, . . . dwell 

with them with understanding, giving honor to 
the wife” (1 Pet. 3:7). 
Let’s give of ourselves for our families. When 
we do, we follow the example of Christ, who 
gave Himself for us. 

Family matters matter to God. 

 
Tuesday, January 14 
The Gift Of Family 
Honor your father and your mother. — 

Exodus 20:12 

Through her books and lectures, Edith 
Schaeffer has become much appreciated for 
her insights into  the value of life’s ordinary 
days. When she and her husband Francis 
were first married, both sets of parents 
lived nearby. The newlyweds divided each 
Sunday afternoon and evening be-tween 
the Schaeffers and the Sevilles. 
After a few years, Edith and Francis moved 
to Switzerland, where they could talk with 
their parents only once a year in a brief 
phone conversation. 
Looking back half a century later, Edith 
wrote of being glad for the way they had 
used those Sunday afternoons. She noted 
that “proximity of loved ones is not an 



endless situation.” She concluded that a 
package labeled “time to care for parents 
and exhibit love” doesn’t just arrive 
someday. We must show love while we can. 
The fourth of the Ten Commandments says: 
“Honor your father and your mother, that 
your days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord your God is giving you” (Exodus 
20:12). The command to love and respect 
our parents applies equally to children living 
at home, newly independent young 
couples, and empty-nesters. 
Seize each moment you have to love and 
honor your family. The opportunity won’t 
last forever. 
By: David C. McCasland 
Reflect & Pray 
Putting It Into Action 

 Plan a regular time to call a family 
member. 

 Help an aged relative with a project 
or housework. 

 Write a letter to someone you love 
but cannot visit. 
Time is one of the greatest gifts we 
can give each other. 

 

Wednesday, January 15 
Family First 
The Lord . . . blesses the home of the just. — 
Proverbs 3:33 

The nearest thing to heaven on this earth is 
the home where husband and wife, parents 
and children live in love and peace together 
for the Lord and for each other. The nearest 
thing to hell on earth is an ungodly home, 
damaged by sin and iniquity, where parents 
quarrel and bicker, and children are 
abandoned to the devil and all the forces of 
wickedness. 
 
In the wisdom of God, the family is the 
smallest complete unit of society on the 
earth. As goes the family, so goes the 

nation, and civilization, and the world. 
No nation has ever risen higher morally, 
intellectually, or spiritually than the families 
of which that nation was constituted. All 
efforts, therefore, at improving moral and 
spiritual standards in the world, combatting 
crime, infidelity, and violence, must begin 
with the home and with the family. 
Attacking these problems anywhere else, 
anywhere farther down the line, can only 
be temporary. It can only restrain but never 
result in a cure. 
Until the homes of our nation, and that 
means first of all the parents of our nation, 
turn to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, our 
country will deteriorate morally and 
spiritually.O blest that house where faith 
you findAnd all within have set their mind 
To trust their God and serve Him still 
And do each day His holy will! —Anon. 
The home is the building block of society. 

 

Thursday, January 16 
A Good Inheritance 
I am reminded of your sincere faith, which 
first lived in your grandmother Lois and in 

your mother Eunice. -- 2 Timothy 1:5 
Grandpa and Grandma Harris didn’t have a 
lot of money, yet they managed to make 
each Christmas memorable for my cousins 
and me. There was always plenty of food, 
fun, and love. And from an early age we 
learned that it was Christ who made this 
celebration possible. 
We want to leave the same legacy to our 
children. When we got together last 
December to share Christmas with family, 
we realized this wonderful tradition had 
started with Grandpa and Grandma. They 
couldn’t leave us a monetary inheritance, 
but they were careful to plant the seeds of 
love, respect, and faith so that we—their 
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children’s children—might imitate their 
example. 
In the Bible we read about grandma Lois 
and mom Eunice, who shared with Timothy 
genuine faith (2 Tim. 1:5). Their influence 
prepared this man to share the good news 
with many others. 
We can prepare a spiritual inheritance for 
those whose lives we influence by living in 
close communion with God. In practical 
ways, we make His love a reality to others 
when we give them our undivided 
attention, show interest in what they think 
and do, and share life with them. We might 
even invite them to share in our 
celebrations! When our lives reflect the 
reality of God’s love, we leave a lasting 
legacy for others. 
By: Keila Ochoa 

Reflect & Pray 

Father, may I leave a good spiritual 
inheritance to my family as You use me to 

show Your everlasting love. 
If someone has left you a godly inheritance, 

invest it in others. 
 

Friday, January 17                                                                     
Legacies of Love 
Let your light shine before others, that they 
may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven. -- Matthew 5:16 
I was paging through my great-
grandmother’s Bible when a treasure fell 
into my lap. On a small scrap of paper, in a 
young child’s handwriting, were the words, 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they 
that mourn: for they shall be comforted” 
(Matthew 5:3–4 kjv). Scribbled beside those 
verses in wobbly cursive was my mother’s 
signature. 
My great-grandmother had a habit of 
teaching her grandchildren to write out 

Scripture verses so they would learn them 
and take them to heart. But the story 
behind this verse brought tears to my eyes. 
My grandfather died when my mother was 
very young, and her little brother (my 
uncle) died just weeks later. It was in that 
tragic season that my great-grandmother 
pointed my mother to Jesus and the 
comfort only He can give. 
Paul wrote Timothy, “I am reminded of your 
sincere faith, which first lived in your 
grandmother Lois and in your mother 
Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in 
you also” (2 Timothy 1:5). Faith isn’t 
inherited, but it is shared. Timothy’s mother 
and grandmother shared their faith with 
him, and he believed.   
When we encourage those close to us to 
have hope in Jesus, we offer them a legacy 
of love. Through a simple note, my mother 
left evidence of my great-grandmother’s 
love for her Savior and her family. Oh, to 
share Him with those who come after us!  
By: James Banks 

Reflect & Pray 

Thank You for those who shared Your love 
with me, Father. Please help me to point 

others to Your salvation today. 
When we share our faith, we share the 

greatest treasure of all. 
 

Connecting to Worship, January 19 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Bringing Family to 
Jesus, John 1:40-42 40 One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus was 
Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He first found 
his own brother Simon and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (which means 
Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked 
at him and said, “You are Simon the son 
of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which 

means Peter). Readings: Isaiah 49:1-7, 1 
Corinthians 1:1-9 , John 1:29-42 
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Connecting to Worship: January 26 & 27 

Theme: 2020 Vision: Going Fishing, Matthew 4:18-19 18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw 
two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they 
were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 
 Readings: Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-18, Matthew 4:12-25 
 

Monday, January 20  
Fish Hard 
Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers 

of men. —Mark 1:17 
Okay, I admit it. I like to fish. No, I’m not the 

buy-the-latest-bass-boat, get-out-every-
weekend kind of guy. But I enjoy fishing for 
walleyes at a nearby dam in the summer or 

catching perch through the ice on one of 
Michigan’s many lakes in winter. 

That makes me interested in things related 
to fishing. So I was hooked when I saw this 
bumper sticker on the back of an old pickup 
truck: 
Life’s Short: Fish Hard 
I chuckled, but the more I thought about it 
the more I was caught by this idea: As a 
follower of Jesus Christ, I am a “fisher of 
men.” I have been commanded by the Lord 
Jesus to proclaim the gospel message (Matt. 
28:19-20), to tell others about the 
wonderful, saving love of God for all people. 
I thought too about the statement, “Life’s 
short.” It is! How quickly 10, 20, 30 years 
pass. All too soon our children are starting 
school, graduating, marrying, having 
children of their own. All too quickly those 
friends and family members we always 
wanted to talk to about Jesus Christ are no 
longer with us. 
Yes, life is short. So, as obedient followers 
of Jesus Christ, let’s “fish hard” to bring 
others to Him. 

 
 
 

Fishing Tips 
Go where the “fish” are. 

Use the right “bait.” 
Be patient! 

It’s never out of season to fish for souls. 
 

Tuesday, January 21 

Supermarket Fishing 
From now on you will catch men. — 

Luke 5:10 
Have you ever raced around the 
supermarket, praying you won’t see 
someone you know because you’re too 
hurried to stop? I have. And yet we should 
always be available for the opportunities 
God gives us to witness. 
Author Gladys Hunt has written, “When 
Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, He called 
simple fishermen and said, ‘Follow Me, and 
I will make you fishers of men’ (Mt. 4:19). 
They left their nets and followed Him. These 
men knew the excitement of the catch. And 
they knew Jesus could involve them in 
something far bigger than catching fish. Our 
difficulty is that we have forgotten the 
excitement of the catch, if indeed we ever 
knew it.” 
If we’re to experience the joy of “catching” 
people for Christ, we must go out among 
them and sincerely befriend them. But as 
important as witnessing is, don’t be a friend 
just to witness; rather, witness because you 
are a friend. As someone has said, “People 
don’t care how much you know until they 
know how much you care!” 
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Will you be doing any shopping today? Be 
looking for opportunities to witness. The joy 
of a catch may be in the next aisle. 

Lead me to some soul today, 
O teach me, Lord, just what to say; 

Friends of mine are lost in sin 
And cannot find their way. —Houghton 

You won't find opportunities to witness if 
you're not looking for them. 

 

 

Wednesday, January 22 
True Prosperity 
Peter . . . fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, 
"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!. 
—Luke 5:8 

Imagine having a financial advisor whose 
stock-market predictions were 100-percent 
accurate. Wall Street would soon put you 
on easy street. Or suppose your livelihood 
was fishing and you had a friend who could 
always lead you to just the right spot at just 
the right time. Every day you could have a 
money-making catch. 
I wonder, did the appeal of such prosperity 
flash across the minds of the four seasoned 
fishermen who took Jesus’ advice? After 
working all night with no success, they let 
down their nets at His command, and the 
catch nearly sank two boats (Lk. 5:6-7). 
Many people today seem to be drawn to 
Jesus by those who proclaim that God 
wants them healthy and wealthy. Without 
question, Jesus showed concern for the sick 
and the poor. It is not wrong to make health 
and material needs the objects of our 
prayers, for our heavenly Father cares 
deeply about us (Mt. 7:7-11). But His 
greatest concern and delight is not to “fill 
our nets with fish.” He wants to fill our 
hearts with His love so we will become 
fishers of men. And He can do that only 
when we recognize, as Peter did (Lk. 5:8), 
how spiritually needy we are. The richest 

people are those who have experienced the 
love of Christ and want to share it with 
others. That’s true prosperity! 

The riches of this world are vain, 
They vanish in a day; 

But sweet the treasures of God's love— 
They never pass away. —Bosch 

No one is so poor as he who has nothing 
but money. 

 

Thursday, January 23 
A New Purpose 

 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 
send you out to fish for people.” -- Mark 

1:17 
Jacob Davis was a tailor with a problem. It 
was the height of the Gold Rush in the 
1800s American West and the gold miners’ 
work pants kept wearing out. His solution? 
Davis went to a local dry goods company 
owned by Levi Strauss, purchased tent 
cloth, and made work pants from that 
heavy, sturdy material—and blue jeans 
were born. Today, denim jeans in a variety 
of forms (including Levi’s) are among the 
most popular clothing items in the world, 
and all because tent material was given a 
new purpose. 
Simon and his friends were fishermen on 
the Sea of Galilee. Then Jesus arrived and 
called them to follow Him. He gave them a 
new purpose. No longer would they fish for 
fish. As Jesus told them, “Come, follow me, . 
. . and I will send you out to fish for people” 
(Mark 1:17). 
With this new purpose set for their lives, 
these men were taught and trained by Jesus 
so that, after His ascension, they could be 
used by God to capture the hearts of people 
with the message of the cross and 
resurrection of Christ. Today, we follow in 
their steps as we share the good news of 
Christ’s love and salvation. 
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May our lives both declare and exhibit this 
love that can change the lives, purposes, 
and eternal destinies of others. 
By: Bill Crowder 

Reflect & Pray 

Help me, Lord, to represent You well so 
that others might be drawn to Your love  

and salvation. 
With our new life in Christ we have been 

given a new purpose. 
 

Friday, January 24 
Quest For Stolen Treasure 
 [Jesus] said to them, “Follow Me, and I will 
make you fishers of men.” — Matthew 4:19 
In J. R. R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit, the dwarfs 
gathered to go up against Smaug, the fierce 
dragon, to retrieve their stolen treasure. In 
spite of the dangerously frightening quest, 
Balin, the dwarfs’ second-in-command, 
expressed confidence in Thorin: “There is 
one I could follow. There is one I could call 
King.” His commitment to the mission, as 
dangerous as it was, was empowered by his 
confidence in his leader. 
At the beginning of Jesus’ earthly ministry, 
He gathered a group around Him that 
would join Him in the kingdom task of 
rescuing the treasure of lost souls from our 
enemy, Satan. When He called them, He 
said, “Follow Me” (Matt. 4:19). For them, 
following Jesus would mean a radical 
transition from catching fish to the 
enterprise of being fishers of men and 

women who were lost in the grip of sin. But 
the task would not always be easy; Jesus 
referred to the quest as taking up our cross 
to follow Him (see Matt. 16:24; Mark 8:34; 
Luke 9:23). 
How do we stay engaged in the battle to 
reclaim Christ’s lost treasures when it 
seems intimidating or awkward? By keeping 
our eye on our Leader. He indeed is 
worthy—One we can follow, the One we 
call King! 
By: Joe Stowell 

Reflect & Pray 
Lord, in the face of intimidation and fear 

when 
seeking to engage others with the gospel, 

remind 
me that they are Your lost treasures. I count 

it 
a privilege to follow You into others’ lives. 
Follow your Leader into the lives of those 

around you. 
 

Connecting to Worship, January 26 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Going Fishing, 
Matthew 4:18-19 18 While walking by the Sea 
of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And 
he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” 
 Readings: Isaiah 9:1-4, 1 Corinthians 1:10-
18, Matthew 4:12-25 
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Connecting to Worship: February 2 & 3 

Theme: 2020 Vision: Speaking Wisdom, 1 Corinthians 1:18 18For the word of the cross is folly to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 Readings: Micah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31, Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Monday, January 27 
Higher Wisdom 

The message of the cross . . . . .  to us who 
are being saved . . .  . . is the  

power of God. — 1 Corinthians 1:18 
How difficult it is for some highly intelligent 
people to admit that in their own wisdom 
they can’t answer life’s ultimate questions. 
The well-known astrophysicist Fred Hoyle 
said: “A common-sense interpretation of 
the facts suggests that a superintellect has 
monkeyed with physics, as well as with 
chemistry and biology, and that there are 
no blind forces worth speaking about in 
nature.” Yet he remains an unbeliever. 
The late Carl Sagan spoke of “some kind of 
force or power” that enabled the universe 
to create itself. But he was “opposed to any 
kind of revealed religion.” 
The majority of us as Christians may feel 
unqualified to debate such intellectual 
giants. But it’s not God’s purpose to refute 
human wisdom with intellectual arguments. 
Instead, He confounds human wisdom and 
power by displaying His greater wisdom and 
power. He does this by saving ordinary 
people like you and me through the 
“message of the cross” (1 Corinthians 1:18). 
The truth that Jesus died for our sins and 
rose again is viewed as foolishness by the 
world. 
God’s best evidence to refute worldly 
wisdom is a transformed life. What a 
privilege to bear this message! What a  
 
 
 

 
challenge to live it!   
By: Herbert Vander Lugt 

Reflect & Pray 
No wisdom gained through arduous quest 

Can set a sinner free, 
But God in wisdom sent His Son 

To die for you and me. —D. De Haan 
True wisdom begins and ends with God. 

 

Tuesday, January 28 
A Foolish Cross? 

The message of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. —1 
Corinthians 1:18 

 
Crucifixion is one of the most excruciating 
forms of death that the depraved human 
mind has devised. It is difficult for us to 
comprehend that the Son of God could be 
murdered in such a hideous manner. Yet 
today the cross is often used as nothing 
more than a mere ornament or something 
that is worn by people who attach no 
meaning to its rich spiritual significance. 
But I know of one cross that may cause 
people to ponder its meaning. It stands 
outside a church in Old Greenwich, 
Connecticut, and is made of raw, 
unpolished steel. When it rains, red, rusty 
drops roll off that cross like blood. On sunny 
days in winter, rust-red holes dot the snow 
at its base. 
What goes through the minds of those who 
pass by that weathered symbol? More 
important, what is their response to its 
message? Is the cross foolishness (1 Cor. 



1:18), nothing more than a fashion trend? 
Or does it bring to mind the blood Christ 
willingly shed for our redemption? 
Paul said that the “wisdom of this age” 
cannot grasp the mystery that is God’s plan 
of salvation. It is only through the power of 
the Holy Spirit that we can understand the 
“foolishness” of the cross (2:13-14). 
What does the cross mean to you? 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. —Watts 
The cross reveals man's sin at its worst and 

God's love at its best. 
 

Wednesday, January 29 
Wisdom and Grace 
If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 

of God, who gives generously to all  
without finding fault. -- James 1:5 

On April 4, 1968, American civil rights 
leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was 
assassinated, leaving millions angry and 
disillusioned. In Indianapolis, a largely 
African-American crowd had gathered to 
hear Robert F. Kennedy speak. Many had 
not yet heard of Dr. King’s death, so 
Kennedy had to share the tragic news. He 
appealed for calm by acknowledging not 
only their pain but his own abiding grief 
over the murder of his brother, President 
John F. Kennedy. 
Kennedy then quoted a variation of an 
ancient poem by Aeschylus (526–456 bc): 
Even in our sleep, pain which cannot forget 
falls drop by drop upon the heart until, in 
our own despair, against our will, comes 
wisdom through the awful grace of God. 
“Wisdom through the awful grace of God” 
is a remarkable statement. It means that 
God’s grace fills us with awe and gives us 

the opportunity to grow in wisdom during 
life’s most difficult moments. 
James wrote, “If any of you lacks wisdom, 
you should ask of God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and 
it will be given to you” (James 1:5). James 
says that this wisdom is grown in the soil of 
hardship (vv. 2-4), for there we not only 
learn from the wisdom of God, we rest in 
the grace of God. 
By: Bill Crowder 

Reflect & Pray 
Father, in the face of life’s sometimes awful 
circumstances, may we find Your grace to 

be a source of awe and wonder. Instruct us 
in our trials, and carry us in Your arms when 

we are overwhelmed. 
The darkness of trials only makes God’s 

grace shine brighter. 
 

Thursday, January 30 
The Wisdom In God's Word 
Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? . . . 

Has not God made foolish the  
wisdom of this world. — 1 Corinthians 1:20 

 
We treasure Scripture. It’s God’s inspired 
Word, and it teaches us the way to 
abundant life in this world and eternal life 
in the world to come. Indeed, it is the 
source of a wisdom that goes beyond that 
of the wisest philosophers (1 Corinthians 
1:20). But this fact is rarely acknowledged in 
our culture. 
 
So I was glad to read an article by The New 
York Times columnist David Brooks extolling 
biblical wisdom. He praised Martin Luther 
King Jr. for insight into human nature 
derived from Scripture. He felt that King 
“had a more accurate view of political 
realities than his more secular liberal allies 
because he could draw on biblical wisdom 
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about human nature. Religion didn’t just 
make civil rights leaders stronger—it made 
them smarter.” And Brooks said further: 
“Biblical wisdom is deeper and more 
accurate than the wisdom offered by the 
secular social sciences.” 
 
Are we drawing on that source of wisdom in 
our own lives? We need Scripture’s wisdom 
to deal with our personal problems and 
political issues. If we study and obey the 
Bible, we will be able to humbly testify with 
the psalmist, “I have more understanding 
than all my teachers, for Your testimonies 
are my meditation” (Psalm 119:99). 
By: Vernon Grounds 

 
Reflect & Pray 

The Bible is God's Word to us, 
Still fresh through all the ages; 
And if we read it we will find 

God's wisdom on its pages. —Sper 
One truth from the Bible is worth more than all 

the wisdom of man. 
 
 

Friday, January 31 
The Path Of Wisdom 
Let your eyes look straight ahead, and your 

eyelids look right before you. —Proverbs 
4:25 

 
I had always heard that if a farmer keeps his 
eyes on a distant object while he’s plowing, 
he’ll make a straight furrow. So I tested the 
principle when I mowed my lawn. Sure 
enough, my first cut was a straight swath of 
new-mown turf. 
If you can plow a straight furrow or mow in 
a straight line by keeping your eyes fixed on 
a distant object, surely the principle should 
also be true of life—especially if the object 
on which you fix your gaze is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. 

That’s what the writer of the Proverbs says 
in chapter 4. In fact, the whole book of 
Proverbs is about following a straight path. 
It tells how to avoid the sexual trap (ch. 5-
7), how to retain your integrity (12:1-16; 
29:23), how to control your tongue (12:17-
22; 21:23), how to get along with difficult 
people (14:7; 15:1), and how to stay healthy 
and live long (3:7-8,13-18). According to 
Proverbs, the wise person can walk the 
straight path and not be diverted. 
But the Bible doesn’t just advise, “Be wise!” 
It introduces us to Jesus Christ. The truly 
important question is our relationship to 
Him. He didn’t just teach the truth; He is the 
truth (Jn. 14:6). So the only way to follow a 
straight path through life is to keep your 
eyes on Him. 

 
I need His eye to guide me in the pathway, 

For I am weak and helpless as a child; 
And if without it I would take my journey, 
My feet would stumble on the mountains 

wild. —Anon. 
Our wisdom is folly unless we're following 

Christ. 
 

Connecting to Worship, February 2 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Speaking Wisdom, 1 
Corinthians 1:18 18For the word of the cross is 
folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 

 Readings: Micah 6:1-8, 1 Corinthians 1:18-
31, Matthew 5:1-12 
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Connecting to Worship: February 9 & 10 

Theme: 2020 Vision: Nothing But Jesus, 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 And I, when I came to you, 
brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or 
wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech 
and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and 
of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men[c] but in the power of God. 
Readings: Isaiah 58:3-9, 1 Corinthians 2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20 

Monday, February 3 
Guard Your Focus 
Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher 

of our faith. — Hebrews 12:2 
 “That’s my disciple,” I once heard a woman 
say about someone she was helping. As 
followers of Christ we are all tasked with 
making disciples—sharing the good news of 
Christ with people and helping them grow 
spiritually. But it can be easy to focus on 
ourselves instead of Jesus. 
The apostle Paul was concerned that the 
Corinthian church was losing its focus on 
Christ. The two best-known preachers in 
those days were Paul and Apollos. The 
church was divided: “I follow Paul.” “Well, I 
follow Apollos!” They had begun focusing 
on the wrong person, following the 
teachers rather than the Savior. But Paul 
corrected them. We are “God’s fellow 
workers.” It doesn’t matter who plants and 
who waters, for only God can give the 
growth. Christians are “God’s field, God’s 
building” (1 Cor. 3:6-9). The Corinthian 
believers didn’t belong to Paul nor to 
Apollos.Jesus tells us to go and make 
disciples and to teach them about Him 
(Matt. 28:20). And the author of the book 
of Hebrews reminds us to focus on the 
Author and Finisher of our faith (12:2). 
Christ will be honored when we focus on 
Him; He is superior to any human being and 

He will meet our needs. 
By: C. P. Hia 

Reflect & Pray 
Father, I confess that it is easy to shift my focus 

from You to less important things. Thank You 
for putting people in my life that help point me 

to You. Help me point others to You in a way 
that makes You more and me less. 

Put Jesus first. 
 

Tuesday, February 4 
Single Focus 
He is the head of the body, the church, . . . that 

in all things He may have  
the preeminence. —Colossians 1:18 

Pam Sneddon was taking a class in 
photography. For one assignment, she chose 
her 6-year-old daughter as her subject and 
asked her to sit on a serene hillside. Close by 
was an apple tree in full bloom. Pam just 
couldn’t resist. She gave the tree a prominent 
place in the picture. 
 
Pam was surprised when her instructor pointed 
out a problem with the photo. The apple tree 
distracted from her primary focus, the little girl. 
 
“See how it catches the eye,” the instructor 
said. “It competes with your subject. You need 
to choose one subject and leave the other out.” 
 
This observation applies to more than good 
photography skills. As disciples of Jesus Christ, 
we must center our attention only on Him. Like 
amateur photographers, we are often attracted 
to the “apple trees in full bloom.” We pay more 
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attention to our hobbies, friends, family, or 
work. 
 
Christ commands our attention because He is 
“the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone 
has immortality” (1 Tim. 6:15-16). That may 
mean relegating something we deem to be 
important to the background—or cropping it 
out of the picture altogether. 
 
Whatever distracts us from Jesus has to go. As 
the preeminent One, He must be the single 
focus of our lives. 
 

In Christ alone the earth shall find its answer, 
A refuge from its doubts, its fears, its strife; 

This God-revealed-in-flesh, this precious Savior, 
Forever is the Way, the Truth, the Life! —

Calenberg 
If Christ is the center of your life, you'll always 

be focused on Him. 
 

Wednesday, February 5 
A Prisoner No More 

I do not understand what I do. For what I 
want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do.  

Romans 7:15 
A middle-aged man approached me after I 
led a workshop at his place of employment 
and asked this question: “I’ve been a 
Christian nearly my whole life, but I’m 
constantly disappointed in myself. Why is it 
that I always seem to keep doing the things 
I wish I didn’t do and never seem to do the 
things I know I should? Isn’t God getting 
tired of me?” Two men standing next to me 
also seemed eager to hear the response. 
 
That’s a common struggle that even the 
apostle Paul experienced. “I do not 
understand what I do,” he said, “For what I 
want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do” 
(Rom. 7:15). But here’s some good news: 
We don’t have to stay in that trap of 
discouragement. To paraphrase Paul as he 

writes in Romans 8, the key is to stop 
focusing on the law and start focusing on 
Jesus. We can’t do anything about our 
sinfulness in our own strength. The answer 
is not “try harder to be good at keeping the 
rules.” Instead, we must focus on the One 
who shows us mercy and cooperate with 
the Spirit who changes us. 
 
When we focus on the law, we are 
constantly reminded that we’ll never be 
good enough to deserve God’s grace. But 
when we focus on Jesus, we become more 
like Him. 
By: Randy Kilgore 

Reflect & Pray 
I sometimes get caught in the cycle of trying 

harder to be good, failing, getting discouraged, 
and giving up. Help me, Lord, to depend on Your 
grace and to draw near to You so that You can 

change my heart. 
Focus on Jesus. 

 

Thursday, February 6 
All I Can See 

He must become greater; I must become 
less. - John 3:30 

Krista stood in the freezing cold on a winter 
day, looking at the beautiful snow-encased 
lighthouse along the lake. As she pulled out 
her phone to take pictures, her glasses 
fogged over. She couldn’t see a thing so she 
decided to point her camera toward the 
lighthouse and snapped three pictures at 
different angles. Looking at them later, she 
realized the camera had been set to take 
“selfies.” She laughed as she said, “My 
focus was me, me, and me. All I saw was 
me.” Krista’s photos got me thinking of a 
similar mistake: We can become so self-
focused we lose sight of the bigger picture 
of God’s plan. 
Jesus’s cousin John clearly knew his focus 
wasn’t himself. Right from the start he 



recognized that his position or calling was 
to point others to Jesus, the Son of God. 
“Look, the Lamb of God!” he said when he 
saw Jesus coming toward him and his 
followers (John 1:29). He continued, “The 
reason I came baptizing with water was that 
he might be revealed” (v. 31). When John’s 
disciples later reported that Jesus was 
gaining followers, John said, “You 
yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not 
the Messiah but am sent ahead of him.’ . . . 
He must become greater; I must become 
less” (3:28–30). 
May the central focus of our lives be Jesus 
and loving Him with our whole heart.   
By: Anne Cetas 

Reflect & Pray 
How can I love Jesus best? Who might He want 

me to love? 
Lord, I often get centered on myself and my 
needs and wants. Help me to look outside of 

myself to You. 
 

Friday, February 7 

Where Is My Focus? 
You suffered along with those in prison and 
joyfully accepted the confiscation of your 

property, because you knew that you 
yourselves had better and lasting 

possessions. Hebrews 10:34 
 
Early in September 2011, a raging wildfire 
destroyed 600 homes in and around the city 
of Bastrop in central Texas. A few weeks 
later an article in the Austin American-
Statesman newspaper carried this headline: 
“People who lost the most, focus on what 
wasn’t lost.” The article described the 
community’s outpouring of generosity and 
the realization of those who received help 
that neighbors, friends, and community 
were worth far more than anything they 
lost. 

 
The writer of Hebrews reminded first-
century followers of Jesus to recall how 
they had bravely endured persecution early 
in their life of faith. They stood their ground 
in the face of insults and oppression, 
standing side by side with other believers 
(Heb. 10:32-33). “You suffered along with 
those in prison and joyfully accepted the 
confiscation of your property, because you 
knew that you yourselves had better and 
lasting possessions” (v. 34). Their focus was 
not on what they had lost but on eternal 
things that could not be taken from them. 
 
Jesus told His followers, “Where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also” 
(Matt. 6:21). As we focus on the Lord and all 
that we have in Him, even our most 
precious possessions can be held lightly. 
By: David C. McCasland 

Reflect & Pray 
Lord, open our eyes to see You and to embrace 

what is most important  
each day. 

Where is your focus today? 
 

Connecting to Worship, February 9 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Nothing But Jesus, 1 
Corinthians 2:1-5 And I, when I came to you, 
brothers, did not come proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God with lofty speech 
or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness 
and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my 
speech and my message were not in 
plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in 
the wisdom of men[c] but in the power of 
God. Readings: Isaiah 58:3-9, 1 Corinthians 
2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20

https://odb.org/author/annecetas/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28383c


 
Connecting to Worship: February 16 & 17 

Theme: 2020 Vision: Planting and Watering the Seed, 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 1But I, brothers, could 

not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you 

with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 
3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the 

flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I 

follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human? 

      5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord 

assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither he who 

plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8He who plants and 

he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we are 

God’s fellow workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. Readings: Deuteronomy 30:15-20, 1 

Corinthians 3:1-9, Matthew 5:21-37

Monday, February 10 
Sowing Seed With Tears 

I have great sorrow and continual grief in 
my heart. — Romans 9:2 

In our Bible-study class, we were reading 
Ephesians 4:17-24 out loud when Alyssa 
began to cry. Most of us were wondering 
why, when she quietly said, “I’m crying 
because hearing this passage read out loud 
makes me see the condition that lost 
people are in. They’re separated from God 
and are blind to it! That breaks my heart.” 
 
One person in the class admitted later that 
he was embarrassed he had never felt that 
sad about nonbelievers and had in the past 
even talked excitedly about the judgment 
they would receive one day from God. 
 
The apostle Paul laid out the condition of 
the lost with these words: “[They have] 
their understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God . . . because 
of the blindness of their heart” (Eph. 4:18). 
He testified that he had “great sorrow and 
continual grief in [his] heart” because his 

fellow countrymen had not yet come to 
know the love of Christ (Rom. 9:1-3). 
As we think about the condition of 
nonbelievers, we can remember God’s 
heart toward them: “The Lord is . . . 
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). When we share 
the Word of God and pray earnestly for 
others, eyes will be opened to His love. 
By: Anne Cetas 
 

Reflect & Pray 
Oh, give me, Lord, Thy love for souls, For lost 

and wandering sheep, That I may see the 
multitudes And weep as Thou didst weep. —

Harrison 
Open your heart to the Lord, and He will open 

your eyes to the lost. 
 

Tuesday, February 11 
Scattering Seeds 
The seed falling on good soil . . . produces a 

crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty 
times what was sown. -- Matthew 13:23 



I received a wonderful email from a woman 
who wrote, “Your mom was my first-grade 
teacher at Putnam City in 1958. She was a 
great teacher and very kind, but strict! She 
made us learn the 23rd Psalm and say it in 
front of the class, and I was horrified. But it 
was the only contact I had with the Bible 
until 1997 when I became a Christian. And 
the memories of Mrs. McCasland came 
flooding back as I re-read it.” 
Jesus told a large crowd a parable about the 
farmer who sowed his seed that fell on 
different types of ground—a hard path, 
rocky ground, clumps of thorns, and good 
soil (Matt. 13:1–9). While some seeds never 
grew, “the seed falling on good soil refers to 
someone who hears the word and 
understands it” and “produces a crop 
yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times 
what was sown” (v. 23). 
During the twenty years my mother taught 
first grade in public schools, along with 
reading, writing, and arithmetic she 
scattered seeds of kindness and the 
message of God’s love. 
Her former student’s email concluded, “I 
have had other influences in my Christian 
walk later in life, of course. But my heart 
always returns to [Psalm 23] and [your 
mom’s] gentle nature.” 
A seed of God’s love sown today may 
produce a remarkable harvest. 
By: David C. McCasland 

Reflect & Pray 

Lord, today I want my life to sow good seeds 
in those around me. Help me to give out  

what You have put into me. 
 We sow the seed—God produces the 

harvest. 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday, February 12 
Sow What? 
He who sows righteousness will have a sure 

reward. — Proverbs 11:18 
On the clock tower of my alma mater is an 
Art Deco bas-relief sculpture titled The 
Sower. The inscription beneath it is from 
Galatians 6:7, “Whatsoever a man soweth.” 
Michigan State University remains a leader 
in agricultural research, but despite many 
improvements in farming techniques and 
crop production, this fact remains: Seeds of 
corn will not produce a crop of beans. 
Jesus used many farming metaphors to 
explain the kingdom of God. In the parable 
of the sower (Mark 4), He compared the 
Word of God to seeds sown in different 
types of soil. As the parable indicates, the 
sower sows indiscriminately, knowing that 
some seed will fall in places where it will 
not grow. 
Like Jesus, we are to sow good seed in all 
places at all times. God is responsible for 
where it lands and how it grows. The 
important thing is that we sow. God does 
not want us to reap destruction, so He 
wants us to sow what is good and right 
(Prov. 11:18). The apostle Paul elaborated 
on the metaphor when he warned believers 
not to sow seeds of corruption. Instead, we 
are to sow seeds that will reap eternal life 
(Gal. 6:8). 
The answer to the question, “Sow what?” is 
“Sow what you want to reap.” To reap a 
good harvest in your life, start sowing seeds 
of goodness. 
By: Julie Ackerman Link 



Reflect & Pray 
Sow a thought, reap an act; 

Sow an act, reap a habit; 
Sow a habit, reap a character; 

Sow a character, reap a destiny. —Anon. 
 

A buried seed brings fruit; a selfless life reaps 
an eternal harvest. 

 
Thursday, February 13 
Losing To Gain 

He who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. — 2 Corinthians 9:6 

On my father’s farm were certain fields he 
sowed by hand. He would strap on a canvas 
contraption that looked somewhat like a 
kangaroo pouch, fill it with seed, and go out 
to sow. He would cast seed everywhere. 
 
When a farmer sows seed in his field, it 
looks like he’s throwing it away. It seems to 
be lost, but it isn’t really gone. In due time 
he gets it back—with much more besides. 
 
When we give ourselves to Christ, it may 
seem to people as if we’re throwing our life 
away. But He said that it is only as we lose 
our lives in Him that we find true life 
(Matthew 10:39). 
 
Jesus teaches us to measure our lives by 
losses rather than gains, by sacrifices rather 
than self-preservation, by time spent for 
others rather than time lavished upon 
ourselves, by love poured out rather than 
love poured in. 
 
It’s a rule of life: God blesses those who 
give of their lives and resources (2 
Corinthians 9:6). Give out the truth you 
know, and He’ll give you more to give away. 
Give your time, and you’ll have more time 

to give. Set no limit on your love, and you’ll 
have more love for others than before. 
 
Israel’s wise man said, “There is one who 
scatters, yet increases more” (Proverbs 
11:24). It’s one of the oldest paradoxes in 
the world, but it works.   
By: David H. Roper 

Reflect & Pray 

We lose what on ourselves we spend; 
We have as treasure without end 
Whatever, Lord, to You we lend, 
Who givest all. —Wordsworth 

When you grasp, you lose; when you give 
to God, you gain. 

 

Friday, February 14 
Seeds of Grace 

The seed sprouts and grows, though he 
does not know how. -- Mark 4:27 

For nearly four decades, a man in India has 
worked to bring a scorched, sandy 
wasteland back to life. Seeing how erosion 
and changing ecosystems had destroyed 
the river island he loved, he began to plant 
one tree at a time, bamboo then cotton. 
Now, lush forests and abundant wildlife fill 
more than 1,300 acres. However, the man 
insists the rebirth was not something he 
made happen. Acknowledging the amazing 
way the natural world is designed, he 
marvels at how seeds are carried to fertile 
ground by the wind. Birds and animals 
participate in sowing them as well, and 
rivers also contribute in helping plants and 
trees flourish. 
Creation works in ways we can’t 
comprehend or control. According to Jesus, 
this same principle applies to the kingdom 
of God. “This is what the kingdom of God is 
like,” Jesus said. “A man scatters seed on 
the ground . . . the seed sprouts and grows, 
though he does not know how” (Mark 4:26–
27). God brings life and healing into the 



world as pure gifts, without our 
manipulation. We do whatever God asks us 
of us, and then we watch life emerge. We 
know that everything flows from His grace. 
It’s tempting to believe we’re responsible to 
change someone’s heart or ensure results 
for our faithful efforts. However, we need 
not live under that exhausting pressure. 
God makes all our seeds grow. It’s all grace. 
By: Winn Collier 

Reflect & Pray 

When are you tempted to think it’s your job 
to make things happen or grow? Why is it 

vital for you to trust God’s grace rather than 
your own effort? 

God continues to grow His kingdom by His 
grace. 

 

Connecting to Worship, February 16 
Theme: 2020 Vision: Nothing But Jesus, 1 
Corinthians 2:1-5 And I, when I came to you, 
brothers, did not come proclaiming to 
you the testimony of God with lofty speech 
or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. 3 And I was with you in weakness 
and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my 
speech and my message were not in 
plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in 
the wisdom of men[c] but in the power of 
God. Readings: Isaiah 58:3-9, 1 Corinthians 
2:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-28383c


 
Connecting to Worship: February 23 & 24 

Theme: 2020 Vision: God’s Not Ours, Matthew 17:1-9 9 And as they were coming down the 

mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from 

the dead.” Readings: Exodus 24:8-18, 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 17:1-9 

Monday, February 17 

God’s Plans 
What do you want your servant to do? (nlt) 

-- Joshua 5:14 
An army officer may have an overall plan, 
but before each battle he has to receive and 
give out new instructions. Joshua, a leader 
of the Israelites, had to learn this lesson. 
After God’s people spent 40 years in the 
wilderness, God chose Joshua to lead them 
into the land He had promised to them. 
The first stronghold they faced was the city 
of Jericho. Before the battle, Joshua saw the 
“commander of the Lord’s army” (probably 
the Lord Himself) standing opposite him 
with His sword drawn in His hand. Joshua 
fell on his face and worshiped. In other 
words, he recognized God’s greatness and 
his own smallness. Then he asked, “What 
message does my Lord have for his 
servant?” (Josh. 5:14). Joshua experienced 
victory at Jericho because he followed the 
Lord’s instructions. 
On another occasion, however, Joshua and 
his people “did not inquire of the Lord” 
(9:14). As a result, they were deceived into 
making a peace treaty with the people of 
Gibeon, enemies in the land of Canaan. This 
displeased the Lord (vv. 3-26). 
We too are dependent on the Lord as we 
face life’s struggles. He longs for us to come  
 
near to Him today in humility. And He’ll be 
there again for us tomorrow. 
By: Keila Ochoa 

Reflect & Pray 

In what area do you need God’s guidance 
today? Ask God to lead the way. 

Spiritual victory comes to those who 
humble themselves and seek God’s will. 

 

Tuesday, February 18 
Responding to God’s Leading 

At once they left their nets and followed 
him. -- Matthew 4:20 

In August 2015, when I was preparing to 
attend a university a couple of hours from 
home, I realized I probably wouldn’t move 
back home after graduation. My mind 
raced. How can I leave home? My family? 
My church? What if God later calls me to 
another state or country? 
Like Moses, when God told him to go “to 
Pharaoh to bring [His] people the Israelites 
out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10), I was afraid. I 
didn’t want to leave my comfort zone. Yes, 
Moses obeyed and followed God, but not 
before questioning Him and requesting that 
someone else go instead (vv. 11–13; 4:13). 
In Moses’s example, we can see what we 
shouldn’t do when we sense a clear calling. 
We can instead strive to be more like the 
disciples. When Jesus called them, they left 
everything and followed Him (Matthew 
4:20–22; Luke 5:28). Fear is natural, but we 
can trust God’s plan. 
Being so far from home is still difficult. But 
as I continually seek God, He opens doors 
for me that confirm I am where I’m 
supposed to be. 
When we are led out of our comfort zone, 
we can either go reluctantly, like Moses, or 



willingly like the disciples—who followed 
Jesus wherever He led them. Sometimes 
this means leaving our comfortable life 
hundreds or even thousands of miles 
behind us. But no matter how difficult it 
may be, following Jesus is worth it. 
By: Julie Schwab 

Reflect & Pray 

Lord, help me to follow You wherever You 
lead. 

We are not called to be comfortable. 
 

Wednesday, February 19 
God Had Other Plans 

A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord 
directs his steps. — 

Proverbs 16:9 

My friend Linda grew up planning to 
become a medical missionary. She loves the 
Lord and wanted to serve Him as a doctor 
by taking the gospel to sick people in parts 
of the world where medical care is hard to 
find. But God had other plans. Linda has 
indeed become a medical missionary, but 
not the way she expected. 
At age 14, Linda developed a chronic health 
problem that required her to be 
hospitalized for major surgery several times 
a year. She survived bacterial meningitis 
that left her in a coma for 2 weeks and blind 
for 6 months. She once celebrated two 
birthdays in a row in the hospital—without 
going home in between. She has had 
several experiences when she was not 
expected to live. But yet Linda is the most 
vibrant, grateful, and cheerful person you 
will ever meet. She once told me that her 
mission field, as she hoped and planned, is 
the hospital. But instead of serving God as a 
doctor, she serves Him as a patient. No 
matter how sick she is, the light of the Lord 
radiates from her. 
Linda exemplifies the teaching of the 
apostle Peter. Despite her trials, she 

rejoices, and the genuineness of her faith 
brings “praise, honor, and glory” to Jesus 
Christ (1 Peter 1:6-7). 
By: Julie Ackerman Link 

Reflect & Pray 
Lord, I’m so thankful that no matter where 

we are, we can serve You. Help me to reflect 
Your image in my current situation, even 

if it’s not where I hoped I would be. 
Write your plans in pencil and remember that 

God has the eraser. 

 

Thursday, February 20 
Blooming in the Right Spot 

So Jonathan made a covenant with the 
house of David. -- 1 Samuel 20:16 

 “A weed is any plant that grows where you 
don’t want it,” my father said, handing me 
the hoe. I wanted to leave the corn plant 
that had “volunteered” among the peas. 
But Dad, who had grown up on a farm, 
instructed me to pull it out. That lone 
cornstalk would do nothing but choke the 
peas and rob them of nutrients. 
Human beings aren’t plants—we have 
minds of our own and God-given free will. 
But sometimes we try to bloom where God 
doesn’t intend us to be. 
King Saul’s son, the warrior-prince 
Jonathan, could have done that. He had 
every reason to expect to be king. But he 
saw God’s blessing on David, and he 
recognized the envy and pride of his own 
father (1 Samuel 18:12–15). So rather than 
grasping for a throne that would never be 
his, Jonathan became David’s closest friend, 
even saving his life (19:1–6; 20:1–4). 
Some would say that Jonathan gave up too 
much. But how would we prefer to be 
remembered? Like the ambitious Saul, who 
clung to his kingdom and lost it? Or like 
Jonathan, who protected the life of a man 
who would become an honored ancestor of 
Jesus? 



God’s plan is always better than our own. 
We can fight against it and resemble a 
misplaced weed. Or we can accept His 
direction and become flourishing, fruitful 
plants in His garden. He leaves the choice 
with us. 
By: Tim Gustafson 

Reflect & Pray 

Lord, please forgive us for those times when 
we act as if You have planted us in the 

wrong place. Help us see what You have for 
us to do today. 

 
God invites us to participate with Him in 

taking the gospel to our world.  
 

Friday, February 21 

God’s Way 
They were to carry on their shoulders the 

holy things, for which they were 
responsible. Numbers 7:9 

We really needed to hear from God. Having 
been asked to foster two young children as 
an emergency measure just for 3 months, a 
decision had to be made about their future. 
With three older children of our own, 
becoming foster parents to preschoolers 
didn’t seem to fit with our life plan and 
having our family almost double in size had 
been hard work. Our book of daily readings 
by the veteran missionary Amy Carmichael 
directed us to some unfamiliar verses in 
Numbers 7. 
“I wonder how the Kohathites felt?” Amy 
wrote. “All the other priests had ox-carts to 
carry their parts of the tabernacle through 
the desert. But the sons of Kohath had to 
trudge along the rocky tracks and through 
the burning sand, with the ‘holy things for 
which they were responsible’ on their 
shoulders. Did they ever grumble inwardly, 
feeling that the other priests had an easier 
task? Perhaps! But God knows that some 
things are too precious to be carried on ox-

carts and then He asks us to carry them on 
our shoulders.” 
My husband and I knew this was our 
answer. We had often thought of 
sponsoring a child from an undeveloped 
country, but we hadn’t done so. That would 
have been easier, much like the ox-cart. 
Now we had two needy children in our own 
home to carry “on our shoulders” because 
they were so precious to Him. 
God has different plans for each of us. We 
might feel that others have an easier 
assignment, or a more glamorous role to 
play. But if our loving Father has 
handpicked us for our task, who are we to 
whisper, “I can’t do this”? 
By: Marion Stroud 

Reflect & Pray 
God uses ordinary people to carry out His 
extraordinary plans.  
 
Connecting to Worship, February 23 
Theme: 2020 Vision: God’s Not Ours, 

Matthew 17:1-9 9 And as they were coming 

down the mountain, Jesus commanded 

them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son 

of Man is raised from the dead.” Readings: 

Exodus 24:8-18, 2 Peter 1:16-21, Matthew 

17:1-9



 
 
 

 
 


